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Wonder, Creativity, and Imagination 

A Select Bibliography  

What sets humans apart is the ability for wonder, creativity, and imagination. Fostering 
these in children and young adults is an important part of growing and developing their 
brains to encourage deep thinking and analysis. It is these abilities that have led to humans 
creating art, architecture, and gardens. It has developed new discoveries in medicine, 
science and engineering and made us look to the stars and ponder the universe. 

All the books listed involve wonder, creativity, and imagination. And remember all these 
books came about because of the wonder, creativity, and imagination of their creators. 

Some of these books have entries in NCACL’s databases and a link to the entry is provided. 

1. AVERY, Sean E 
Frank’s Red Hat. Walker Books Australia, 2023. ISBN: 9781760656249 

2. BASE, Graeme 
Eye to Eye. Viking/Penguin Random House, 2015. ISBN: 9780670078592 

 
3. BLACKALL, Sophie 

If I was a Horse. Lothian Children’s Books, 2023. ISBN: 9780734422712 
 

4. BLAND, Nick 
When Henry caught Imaginitis. Scholastic Press, 2007. ISBN: 9781741690309 

 
5. BUNTING, Philip 

Give me some Space! Omnibus Books, 2020. ISBN: 9781760972356 
 

6. BUNTING, Philip 
I Wonder. Walker Books Australia, 2024. ISBN: 9781760657802 

 
7.  BUNTING, Philip 

Your Brilliant Brain. Bright Lights/Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing, 2024. ISBN: 
9781761212789 
 

8. BYERS, Chrissy 
The Magic in Dress-Ups. Chrissy Byers, 2017. ISBN: 978o994364821 
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9. BYRNES, Kellie. Illustrated by Ann-Marie Finn 
Cloud Conductor. Wombat Books, 2018. ISBN: 9781925563344 

 
10. CAISLEY, Raewyn. Illustrated by Karen Blair 

Something Wonderful. Penguin Random House, 2016. ISBN: 9780670078455 
11. CLARKE, Maxine Beneba. Illustrated by Van T Rudd 

The Patchwork Bike. Lothian Children’s Books, 2016. ISBN: 9780734416681 
              https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-patchwork-bike/ 
 

12. DADDO, Andrew. Illustrated by Jonathan Bentley 
When I grow up. ABC Books, 2015. ISBN: 978073333415 

 
13. ESTELA, Lucy. Illustrated by Matt Ottley 

Suri’s Wall. Penguin/Viking, 2015. ISBN: 9780670077755 
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/suris-wall/ 

 
14. FINN, Ann-Marie 

A Trip to the Moon. Yello Brick Books, 2019. ISBN: 9780994557025 
 

15. FLEMING, Garry. Illustrated by Heather Menzies and Kate Dempsey 
So close your eyes and just imagine. Weldon Kids, 1996. ISBN: 1875875328 

 
16. GLEESON, Libby. Illustrated by Craig Smith 

Where’s Mum? Omnibus Books, 1992. ISBN:1862910863 
 

17. GODWIN, Jane. Illustrated by Meg Rennie 
Let’s build a boat. Litte Hare, 2023. ISBN: 9781760508685 

 
18. GRAHAM, BOB 

A Bus called Heaven. Walker Books, 2011. ISBN: 9781406334197 
https://www.ncacl.org.au/cd-database/a-bus-called-heaven/ 

 
19. GRAHAM, Bob 

The Concrete Garden. Walker Books, 2023. ISBN: 9781529512649 
 

20. GUEST, Patrick. Illustrated by Nathaniel Eckstrom 
The Dress-Up Box. Little Hare, 2018. ISBN: 9781760124922 
 

21. HARRISON, Penny. Illustrated by Penelope Pratley 
The Art Garden. EK Books, 2018. ISBN: 9781925335590 
 

22. HARRISON, Penny Illustrated by Jennifer Goldsmith 
Imagine a Time. New Frontier Publishing, 2024. ISBN: 9781922326966 
 
 

 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-patchwork-bike/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/suris-wall/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/cd-database/a-bus-called-heaven/
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23. HURST, Elise 
Imagine a city. Omnibus Books, 2014. ISBN: 9781742990095 

             https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/imagine-a-city/ 
 

24. HURST, Elise 
The Storyteller’s Handbook. Compendium, 2022. ISBN: 9781970147766 
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-storytellers-handbook/ 

 
25. KNOWLES, Sheena. Illustrated by Jonathan Bentley 

What a Lot of Nonsense. Angus & Robertson, 2020. ISBN: 9781460756140 
 

26. KWAYMULLINA, Ezekiel. Illustrated by Sally Morgan 
Dreamers. Fremantle Press, 2014. ISBN: 978922089700  

             https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/dreamers/ 
 

27. LESTER, Alison 
Imagine. Allen & Unwin, 2014. ISBN: 9781760110550 

 
28. MARTIN, Marc 

What’s up top? Viking/Penguin, 2017. ISBN: 9780143783886 
 

29. McKINLAY, Meg. Illustrated by Karen Blair 
Ella and the Useless Day. Walker Books, 2022, ISBN: 9781760653095 

 
30. McKINLAY, Meg. Illustrated by Matt Ottley. 

How to Make a Bird. Walker Books, 2020. ISBN: 9781925381894 
             https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/how-to-make-a-bird/ 
 

31.  OLIVER, Narelle 
I want to be in a book. Omnibus Books, 2017. ISBN: 9781743811634 
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/i-want-to-be-in-a-book/ 

 
32. OTTLEY, Matt 

Mrs Millie’s Painting. One Tentacle Publishing, 2019. ISBN: 9780648511922 
 

33. PLANT, Andrew 
The Perfect Leaf. Ford Street Publishing, 2018. ISBN: 9781925736014 

 
34. PLUNKETT, Anna 

Express Yourself! An Activity Book for Kids. National Gallery of Victoria, 2014. ISBN: 
9780724103973 
 

35. QUAY, Emma. Illustrated by Anna Walker 
Let’s Play House. Scholastic Australia, 2009. ISBN: 9781407120775 
 

 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/imagine-a-city/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-storytellers-handbook/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/atsi_resource/dreamers/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/how-to-make-a-bird/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/i-want-to-be-in-a-book/
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36. RUSSELL, Paul. Illustrated by Aśka 

The Incurable Imagination. EK Books, 2019. ISBN: 9781925335972 
 

37. SAUNDERS, Kirli. Illustrated by Matt Ottley 
The Incredible Freedom Machines. Scholastic Press, 2018.ISBN: 9781760275228 
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-incredible-freedom-machines/ 

 
38. SILLETT, Devon. Illustrated by Anil Tortop 

The Leaky Story. A fun-filled adventure into the power of the imagination and the 
magic of books. EK Books, 2017. ISBN: 9781925335392 

39. TAN, Shaun 
The Lost Thing. Lothian Children’s Books, 2000. ISBN: 9780734400741 

             https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-lost-thing/ 
  

40. VASS, Coral. Illustrated by Nicky Johnston 
Jørn’s Magnificent Imagination. EK Books, 2022. ISBN: 9781922539144 

 
41. WHEATLEY, Nadia. Illustrated by Matt Ottley 

Luke’s Way of Looking. Hodder Children’s Books Australia, 1999. ISBN: 0733609279 
              https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/lukes-way-of-looking/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-incredible-freedom-machines/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/the-lost-thing/
https://www.ncacl.org.au/pbor-database/lukes-way-of-looking/

